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Zone 7 Septic Tank Permit Review
Decision Tree

(Most septic tank reviews are made when the property owner request the Planning Department for a land use change, rezoning, or parcel split.)

Is proposed land use or wastewater loading 
different from existing use?

Approval by Zone 7 staff.
(Grandfathered)

Does proposed use conform with Zone 7 
Wastewater Management Plan (e.g., 5 acres, 
or existing lot of record; no community 
sewerage system available)?

Rejected.  May 
be reviewed by 
Zone 7 Board.

No

Yes

No

Approval by 
Zone 7 staff.

Does proposed use conform with Zone 7 
Resolution No. 1165?  Is projected 
wastewater loading equivalent to rural 
residential (i.e., fewer than 10 full-time 
employees and/or patrons; no hazardous 
materials to be used, generated, or stored on 
site)?

Yes, but proposed use 
is non-residential.

Yes
Approval recommended by Zone 
7 staff.  Deemed to be in 
compliance with Zone 7 
Resolution No. 1165.  Final 
approval by Zone 7 Board.

No, rejected by staff, but Applicant 
may request Special Review by 
Zone 7 Board.

Will the proposed use involve hazardous 
materials other than fuels or small quantities 
of materials similar to ranching activities 
(e.g., herbicides, pesticides, paints, 
fertilizers)?

No

Special 
Review 2

Generally acceptable.  
Deemed to be an exception 
to Resolution 1165.  Final 
approval by Zone 7 Board.

Yes.  Proposed use involves 
significant quantities or types of 
hazardous materials.

Has a Hazardous Materials Management 
Plan been developed and approved by the 
Hazardous Materials Management Unit of 
the County Environmental Health 
Department?

NoRejected.  Use of 
septic tank is in 
non-compliance.

Yes, Special Review 1

Is risk of contamination to groundwater basin 
low enough to be acceptable?

No
Rejected

Yes Approval by Zone 7 Board.  
Deemed to be an exception 
to Resolution 1165.

Yes
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